
 

 
 
 
 



Examine
Roots
Carefully

The root system is
the foundation of a
tree. Look carefully
at the root system
when selecting
trees. Make sure
the main order
roots, those that
form the root flare,
are close to the soil
surface, so you can
easily remove the
excess soil when
planting. Container
trees with circling
roots should be
avoided, if
possible.

Pros

• Cheaper, a third to a half 
less than B&B.

• Easier to transport, move 
and plant.

• More root system remains 
intact than B&B.

• Easy to inspect roots.

• Planting at proper depth  
is easier.

Cons

• Roots susceptible to  
drying, requires extreme 
care.

• Species, size and seasonal 
availability limited.

• Often requires staking.

Pros

• Lighter than B&B.

• Greater species and seasonal availability.

• Entire root system intact.

Cons

• Roots can be deformed and/or circling.

• Unable to inspect entire root system.

• Contrast between potting mix and soil.

Pros
• Less chance of roots drying.

• Maintenance of soil root contact.

• Greater species, size and availability.

Cons

• Heavy, making it difficult and expensive to 
transport, move and plant.

• Contrast between potting mix and soil.

• Reduced root system, often 90-95% lost when dug.

• Difficult to inspect root system.

What to
look for
before
you
purchase

ROOTS: Seek larger root systems; inspect roots - remove container if possible; avoid 
deformed and circling roots; soil should be firm & moist; locate main order roots.

TRUNK: Trunk should be centered on root ball; trunk and root ball should move together; 
examine under wraps for mechanical wounds and pests.

BRANCHES: Branches should be balanced around the trunk with 2-4 inches of new growth that 
is flexible with healthy, living buds. Branches should make up 60% of live crown ratio.

LEAVES: No spots, blights or wilting visible; reject bare root trees that have leafed out.

FORM: Look for single, straight leader; avoid lollipop shaped trees.


